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A LETTER FROM THE GRADUATE PROGRAM COORDINATOR 

Dear Graduate Student, 

Congratulations on your acceptance into the Agricultural and Extension Education Master of 
Science (AEED-MS) Graduate Program and welcome to the Department of Agricultural 
Education, Communication, and Technology (AECT). 

The purpose of this handbook is to provide information about the requirements, policies and 
procedures for obtaining the Master of Science degree in Agricultural and Extension Education. 
Please read the handbook carefully and become familiar with its contents. 

The AEED-MS program is only one of the graduate degree programs administered by the 
Graduate School at the University of Arkansas. A comprehensive listing of all graduate degree 
programs, courses offered for graduate credit, and campus resources are found in the Graduate 
School Catalog. Students will find detailed information on policies and procedures governing 
graduate studies and degree requirements in the Graduate Handbook. The handbook is found 
online at 

http://graduate-and-international.uark.edu/_resources/forms/graduate-handbook.pdf 

The Graduate School Catalog and the Graduate School Handbook are meant as references for 
specific questions or policy, deadlines or other pertinent information. The Graduate School web 
page http://graduate-and-international.uark.edu/ is the best source of all policies and procedures 
and important forms and deadlines. You should become familiar and know how to locate 
information on the Graduate School website, which may change from one year to the next. 

We look forward to your participation in our graduate program. While we have strong 
expectations of you, please remember the graduate faculty and support staff are here to assist 
along the way. W e hope you will find this a very rewarding experience! 

Sincerely, 

Donna L. Graham, PhD 
Coordinator of Graduate Programs 
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EXPECTATIONS OF GRADUATE STUDENTS 

As one of our graduate students, you may be a participant in the traditional thesis program or 
the non-thesis program. Students on an assistantship must select the thesis option. 
Regardless of the program track, the expectations of all graduate students will be: 

ACADEMICALLY FOCUSED 

As an undergraduate, you were exposed to a variety of courses covering the arts, sciences, 
humanities, education and business disciplines. In graduate school, your academic efforts will 
be much more focused on your discipline of choice. Most graduate students will pursue smaller 
semester course loads than those taken at the undergraduate level.  You will apply greater 
effort (in terms of class attendance, assignments, participation, and out-of-class study) than at 
the undergraduate level also. Faculty will facilitate the art of learning, but students should not 
expect to be spoon-fed. Students are expected to take charge of their academic experience. 
You are expected to be prepared for class and be timely in your preparation of online 
assignments. 

INTELLECTUALLY CURIOUS 

Graduate study, across all disciplines, places great importance on independent learning. 
Therefore, graduate students will be expected to pursue opportunities for learning outside of the 
classroom. These opportunities will include: 1) attendance at some department/university non- 
credit seminars; 2) development of research papers (associated with classes or special projects; 
3) presentation of your own or faculty research at department/university and professional
association meetings, or similar meetings.

ENGAGED IN THE AECT COMMUNITY 

Intellectual and personal growth can arise from many sources. Students will be expected to 
collaborate (as deemed appropriate by faculty) with one another in and out of the classroom on 
graduate program projects. Additionally, all graduate students will be invited to participate in 
social gatherings throughout the year both on and off campus. Building relationships with fellow 
students and faculty can prove to be rewarding both personally and professionally. 

BE IN CHARGE OF DEGREE PROGRESS 

All students are assigned an academic advisor and have access to the graduate program 
coordinator and administrative assistants, who can provide clarity to “the rules” of graduate 
school and the AEED program. All of these individuals are excellent resources as you make 
progress towards your M.S. degree. However, final responsibility for the completion of the 
degree lies in your hands. Students are expected to read and follow the guidelines provided in 
the AEED Handbook. Furthermore, students are expected to be proactive in the selection of 
their courses and the completion of thesis topic or non-thesis technical paper. Students should 
remain in close contact with their advisors/thesis mentors to ensure all departmental and 
university paperwork is completed as needed. Finally, all students should feel free to speak with 
the graduate program coordinator about any concerns (academic or otherwise) that arise during 
the degree program. 

Welcome to graduate school! The next two years or more will be different from your 
undergraduate studies. You will be challenged, in and out of the classroom. There may be 
times when you feel in over your head. But most of you will survive and thrive. You will be 
pleasantly surprised by the skills you master and the professional interests you develop. You 
will make some lifelong friends among your peers and the faculty. You will leave with a great 
sense of accomplishment and prepared for your next challenge. 
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HANDBOOK OF GRADUATE PROGRAM POLICIES 

INTRODUCTION 

The Department of Agricultural Education, Communications, and Technology at the University 
of Arkansas offers graduate programs of study leading to the Master of Science (M.S.) degree 
in Agricultural and Extension Education (AEED-MS). Advanced study in the Agricultural 
Education, Communications and Technology (AECT) Department provides students with state 
of the art knowledge of theory, methods and application in the field. 

Graduate study provides broad but coordinated, training in either thesis or non-thesis 
concentrations of study. Such study affords opportunities for bringing together technical 
information from subject matter areas both within and outside agriculture, education or 
community organizations. 

Graduate study meets a variety of needs, but the main objective of the graduate study is the 
advancement and utilization of knowledge. One of the important prerequisites for graduate work 
is intellectual maturity. This enables the student to assume the initiative and responsibility 
necessary for the development of independent and objective thinking, and to comprehend more 
effectively basic issues and principles as they relate to the student’s program of advanced 
study. 

DEGREE PROGRAMS 

The AECT department offers the Master of Science in Agricultural and Extension Education 
(AEED) degree. Students may select the thesis option or the non-thesis option. 

The thesis concentration is designed to provide students strong quantitative and analytical skills. 
Typically the thesis program takes two years for the well-prepared student. The thesis 
concentration is excellent preparation for students desiring additional study leading to the Ph.D. 
degree. The thesis option requires a manuscript suitable for publication or peer-reviewed 
presentation at a scholarly meeting for degree completion and oral examination. 

The non-thesis concentration is designed for students with no deficiency courses which are 
place-bound and may complete the requirements for the degree online. Students selecting the 
non-thesis option receive excellent preparation for positions in agricultural education, 
agricultural business, communicators, and as extension or community educators. The non- 
thesis option requires a special problem manuscript for degree completion per satisfactory 
scores on a comprehensive examination on core course work. 

GENERAL REQUIREMENTS FOR THE MASTER OF SCIENCE DEGREE 

General requirements for the degree of Master of Science 
 A total of 33-semester hours for the thesis and non-thesis option. In the thesis option, 6

hours of the 33-semester hours are for thesis credit. In the non-thesis option, three
hours are for special problem credit.

 A comprehensive examination, either oral examination for thesis option or written

examination for non-thesis students.
 A cumulative grade point average of 2.85 or higher.

 Minimum UA residence of 24 weeks. Online courses from UA count as residency.

 A grade of “D” or “F” in a course means that the course does not count toward the 33-
hour requirement, although the grade point does count in determining your grade point
average.

 All requirements for the master’s degree must be satisfied within six consecutive
calendar years form the first semester of enrollment in the program.

 All graduate students are reviewed annually for satisfactory progress in May.
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Enrollment 

Students on graduate assistantships ordinarily enroll for 6-9 hours during a regular semester. A 
student on a 12-month assistantship may enroll for up to 6 hours in the summer and these 
hours may consist of thesis hours. A student not on assistantship may enroll for up to 6 hours 
per session in the summer and up to 18 hours per semester during the academic year. 

Students who are part-time or taking courses online can enroll in as few as one to three hours 
per semester. 

Continuous Enrollment 

It is recommended the student be continuously enrolled each fall and spring semester once 
admitted to the program. If there is a break in enrollment, the student may need to re-apply with 
the Graduate School. All requirements for a master’s degree must be satisfied within six 
consecutive calendar years from the date studies begin. A student does not need to be enrolled 
the semester of the thesis/paper defense. 

Thesis/Non-Thesis Limitations 

A student who writes a master’s thesis must register for this work, and the total registration for 
thesis credit must be equivalent to at least six-semester hours of course work. Students in the 
non-thesis concentration must enroll in special problems course to develop the non-technical 
paper. 

Residency Requirements 

The candidate must be in residence a minimum of 24 weeks. A total of 12 weeks of residence 
or 12-semester hours of approved study may be accepted for residence credit from the 
University of Arkansas off-campus graduate Resident Centers. Any form of distance education 
course delivered by the U of A is considered in residence. Acceptance of transferred credit 
does not reduce the minimum residence requirement of 24 weeks. 

Transfer Credits 

The University of Arkansas will permit students to transfer up to 6 hours of graduate credit from 
another recognized graduate school in the United States as part of their master’s program. This 
transfer credit is approved provided that the grades on the courses are “B” or better and the 
subjects are acceptable to the Department. This approved transfer credit does not, however, 
reduce the minimum requirement of 24 weeks residence for the master’s degree as set by state 
law. 

Comprehensive Examinations 

The candidate for graduation must take a comprehensive examination. The examination is 
conducted by the major academic advisor and the graduate committee that was approved by 
the Dean of the Graduate School. The thesis student will have an oral exam consisting of 
questions from the core courses and other related courses as well as from the research 
conducted by the student. Non-thesis students will be examined over their coursework and 
special problem paper. At the discretion of the committee, a written exam may be administered. 
If a written examination is given, each student will be required to answer a minimum of four 
questions over the content of the core course with each question carrying equal weighting. 

The student will be given a grade of (1) pass, (2) marginal pass, or (3) fail. Students who 
receive a marginal pass or fail will have to schedule another testing period with the graduate 
committee within three weeks of the original examination. Students who fail the next exam 
may be asked to repeat course work or complete supplemental work. 
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The comprehensive exam should be taken midway in the semester (such as spring break) to 
complete the degree requirements by University deadlines for graduation. 

Grade Point Average 

To receive a master’s degree, a student must present a minimum cumulative grade point 
average of 2.85/4.00 on all graduate courses required for the degree. If a student fails to earn 
such an average on the minimum number of hours, the student is permitted to present up to six 
additional hours of graduate credit to accumulate a grade point average of 2.85. In the 
computation of grade point, all courses pursued at this institution for graduate credit that are 
part of the degree program (including any repeated courses) and the thesis (if offered) shall be 
considered. Students who repeat a course in an endeavor to raise their grade must count the 
repetition toward the maximum of six additional hours. 

WARNING: A student may be dropped from further study in the Graduate School if his/her 
performance is considered unsatisfactory. The typical indicator of unsatisfactory performance is 
a cumulative grade point average of less than 2.85 for 15 graduate course hours after having 
been placed on academic warning in a previous semester. 

Progress 

Each graduate student’s progress is reviewed at the end of each semester and the end of the 
summer by his or her academic advisor. This academic review of progress in research as well 
as a review of academic progress is an integral part of maintaining an effective graduate 
program. The academic advisor shall inform the Graduate Program Coordinator (GPC) of any 
serious problems. The GPC may refer the matter to the Department Head for advice. Also, an 
annual review as prescribed by the Graduate School is performed each April/May following the 
guidelines presented in D-1. It is the student’s responsibility to ensure all procedures are
followed to ensure satisfactory progress in the program. 
http://graduate-and-international.uark.edu/_resources/forms/grad-student-review.pdf 

Petitioning 

Invariably situations arise that are not explicitly covered by departmental rules and regulations. 
Additionally, a student may request a variance to a given rule. To receive consideration for such 
requests, the student should prepare a petition stating his/her case. The student’s academic 
advisor will indicate concurrence or non-concurrence on the petition.  The petition is reviewed 
by the Coordinator of the graduate program and a recommendation by the Coordinator is made 
to the Department Head. The Department Head’s decision is binding. 

Orientation (for on-campus students) 

The Department conducts an orientation meeting for new graduate students prior to the first full 
week of classes in the fall and spring semesters. The departmental orientation program 
acquaints the student with the many professional and social facets of graduate student life. All 
new graduate assistants are required to attend orientation. One of the important features 
of the orientation meeting is that many of the questions that you will likely have as a first- 
semester graduate student will be addressed. The Graduate School conducts an orientation 
the week before instruction in the fall. AECT graduate assistants are required to attend all 
of these events. 

Academic Honesty 

Each student is responsible for understanding and adhering to the values of academic integrity, 
including being familiar with and complying with the policies. The academic policy is found at 
http://honesty.uark.edu/policy/index.php 
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DEPARTMENTAL REQUIREMENTS AND PROCEDURES 

Course Requirements 

All students must enroll in 9 hours of core courses to include: Research Methods, Interpreting 

Social Data in Agriculture, and Research Methods Social Science. These courses are listed in 

the degree program proposal form presented in Appendix A-1. 

Electives 

Students will have from 12-24 hours of electives in addition to the core requirements. A wide 
variety of courses are available to enrich your learning, depending on the career interests of the 
student. Some students have taken courses from adult and lifelong learning, curriculum and 
instruction, educational foundations, journalism, communications, public relations, biological 
sciences, and agricultural sciences just to name a few. In order for a course to be credited as 
an elective that satisfies a degree requirement, it must be listed in the Graduate School Catalog 
along with the written consent of the instructor and the student’s academic advisor and 
Graduate School approval. A grade of “C” or higher must be earned for the course to count in 
the student’s program. This written consent should be approved at the beginning of class; not 
after the course is completed. 

Students can enroll in 4000 level courses, but only those listed in the Graduate School Catalog 
are acceptable. Students are discouraged from taking numerous 4000 level courses as 
electives. Additionally, the student may not repeat a course that they have taken as an 
undergraduate student to count toward the master’s degree. Student may transfer graduate 
credit from other institutions for courses taken at other institutions while the student had 
graduate status. The form used to request graduate credit for 3000 or 4000 level courses can 
be downloaded from http://graduate-and-international.uark.edu/_resources/forms/3000-4000- 
level.pdf 

Each semester, students are required to discuss a proposed schedule of classes and gain! 
approval by the advisor during the scheduled advising period. The Department Head must! 
approve any deviation of the above required courses to the Departmental requirements. 

Special Situations 

 No more than six hours of graduate credit may be earned in special problems courses
for all students.

 Courses taken as deficiencies count against the six hours.

 Audit hours should be considered equivalent with credit hours in applying the six hour
deficiency limit, even though the thesis advisor may approve a student to audit any
class directly applicable to the research areas

 In those rare occasions when a student changes from thesis to non-thesis concentration
after enrollment in thesis research hours, the Department Head, in consultation with the
student and the thesis advisor, will determine a satisfactory work agreement for the
balance of the student’s program. This approval generally means additional enrollment
equivalent to the thesis research hours (6 hours).

Advisor 

Upon entering the program, a student will be assigned a temporary academic advisor. After the 
first semester, students should identify a faculty member to serve as their permanent academic 
advisor. The student may choose to maintain the temporary advisor as the permanent advisor, 
but the student is equally free to select any other faculty member. If the student is a graduate 
assistant in research, the thesis advisor will also direct the research for the assistantship. In 
most instances, this research will coincide with the research being performed for the thesis. If 
the student has a graduate teaching assistantship, then the thesis and faculty member directing 
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the academic courses need not necessarily be the same person. It is possible for the academic 
and thesis advisor to be different persons, but this is usually not the most efficient arrangement. 

Students have one semester to determine if they wish to maintain the same advisor or obtain a 
new faculty advisor. The advisor will assure that funded students are involved in work for the 
department commensurate with their level of funding. 

Selection of thesis/non-thesis concentration 

All graduate students must commit to a thesis or non-thesis concentration by the beginning of 
the second regular semester of the master’s program. A thesis topic should also be selected by 
the end of the second semester if the student elects a thesis concentration. In practice, this 
means graduate students who enroll during the summer or at the beginning of the fall semester 
are required to “commit” to either concentration by the beginning of the following spring 
semester; graduate students who enroll for the first time at the beginning of the spring semester 
need to “commit” by the beginning of the following fall semester. 

Timetable 

At the end of the first semester, the student must submit the Degree Program Proposal form 
(Appendix A-1) that will constitute his/her full course of study for the master’s degree. The form 
is developed in consultation with the permanent advisor and approved by the student’s 
committee. Because of changes in course scheduling, this study list may be altered but careful 
consideration should be given when submitting the original list. Alterations of courses selected 
for enrollment in the program can be approved by the advisor and Graduate Program 
Committee. 

Selection of Student Examinations Committee 

The student and the academic advisor must select at least two additional members to serve 
on the student’s advisory committee. These members may be AECT faculty and a faculty 
member outside the Department. 
(Appendix B-1). This committee oversees the student’s program of study. The master’s 
committee membership can be the same for non-thesis and thesis concentrations, provided the 
faculty members have group III or higher graduate faculty status. If the student selects the thesis 
concentration, the thesis committee names (Appendix B-2) and thesis title (Appendix B-3) is 
completed at least one semester prior to the comprehensive oral examination. The thesis advisor 
must be a member of the committee. These forms must be submitted to the 
Department Head and to the Dean of the Graduate School for approval at least three months 
prior to the comprehensive exam. Careful consideration should be given to the thesis title. It is 
difficult to change the title once it is submitted to the Graduate School. Electronic copies of these 
forms can be found under “Forms” on the Graduate School website at https://graduate-and- 
international.uark.edu/graduate/current-students/forms.php 

Upon approval, the Department Head then recommends the committee to the Graduate School 
for approval. The Graduate School must approve all subsequent changes in the committee 
composition. 

A student should exercise care in selecting a committee. In general it is wise to select faculty 
members whose areas of expertise complement the other faculty members’ areas of 
specialization about the thesis topic or area of the student’s disciplinary emphasis. Moreover, 
changing a committee once it is formed, or the student’s advisor(s), requires the consent of the 
Department Head as well as the Graduate School. Committee members or advisors cannot be 
changed without the advisor’s or member’s w r i t t e n consent or request. In general such 
changes are approved so long as they serve to enhance the expertise of the committee for a 
given area, and /or acknowledge the efforts of faculty members’ contribution to the student’s 
program of study and research. 
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THE THESIS CONCENTRATION 

Thesis Problem Selection 

Although work on the thesis is the student’s responsibility, he/she can expect guidance from 
his/her thesis advisor in selecting a topic. The formulation of objectives and procedures and the 
writing of a formal project proposal are important parts of the student’s training. It is 
recommended that a project proposal be developed by the student under the direction of his/her 
thesis advisor and submitted to the thesis committee for approval prior to execution of the study. 

There are two methods of reporting thesis research. One method is a formal document that 
outlines the nature of the original research undertaken, the methodology utilized, literature 
consulted, results obtained, and their implications. An alternative is to write the thesis in a form 
more readily suitable for submission to two refereed academic journals supported by theoretical 
research. In writing the publication oriented thesis, the student should have a particular 
publication outlet in mind and write the thesis so that preparation of the thesis for publication is 
completed expeditiously. 

The format for these methods includes two options: 

Option 1:  Publishable Paper(s) – Each chapter must be able to stand on its own

as a complete work. 

Overall Abstract 

Chapter 1 – Introduction – general need for the study, literature, problem statement 

Should present the topic and explain the rationale for compiling the two articles into one 
document. 

Chapter 2 – Article 1 

Chapter 3 – Article 2 

Chapter 4 – Conclusion 

Should summarize the articles and provide concluding remarks. 

Other Guidelines –Title page for each chapter must contain the full title of the chapter and if 

the article is co-authored, list all co-authors 

A list of original articles must be included after the table of contents, but before the first 
article. The list should contain the entire article citation, note which chapter the article is in, 
and the status of the article. 

References and Appendices must be placed after each chapter or article. If the same 
references are appendices are used in multiple chapters they must be relisted. 

Documentation must be given by the student’s major professor stating that the student is the 
first author of the article and completed at least 50% of the work. Documentation must be on 
departmental letterhead. An unsigned copy of the letter must be included after the article and 
a signed version must be submitted with the other graduate school forms. 

Note: The Graduate School will accept two article option theses with more chapters, but this 
represents what they require. Students should always consult the Guide to Preparing 
Thesis/Dissertation for up to date information 

http://graduate-and-international.uark.edu/_resources/forms/thesis-dissertation-guide.pdf 
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The reporting of the thesis research will not be considered complete until the student has 
produced either: 

 A manuscript worthy of submission for presentation to a regional or national group of
scholars at academic meetings. For example, the annual meetings of the American
Association of Agricultural Education would be acceptable scholarly meetings, or,

 A manuscript summarizing either the major findings of the study or some aspect of the
study so that the manuscript is suitable for publication in a peer reviewed outlet.

The thesis advisor in consultation with the thesis committee shall determine when such a 
manuscript is satisfactory. 

Thesis Title 

The title of the thesis must be filed in the Graduate School office one semester prior to the date 
of the comprehensive examination (see Appendix B-3). 

Chapter 4 

 Findings/Conclusions 

Chapter 5 

 Recommendations

Methodology (specific to each manuscript) 

Research questions/objective/hypotheses 

Design of the study 

Subjects (subject selection, population/sample, sampling procedure) 
Instrumentation 

Procedures for data collection (may be after treatments if experimental 
design) 

Conditions of testing (may be after treatments if experimental design) 
Treatments (if experimental or quasi-experimental design) 
Analysis plan 



Overview of the literature 
Theoretical/Conceptual framework 
Purpose of the study 
Research questions/objective/hypotheses (specific to each manuscript) 

General need for the study (brief, use the literature and/or cite a problem in 
the field) 
Statement of the problem 





Chapter 2 








Chapter 3 













Option 2:  Chapter Manuscript – This is the regular style of a thesis intended to

be a whole work that stands together from one chapter to the next. 

The thesis should follow these general chapter guidelines 

Chapter 1 
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Thesis Development 

When the thesis advisor believes that the thesis is in a form suitable for defense, copies shall be 
circulated to all members of the thesis examination committee. A cover letter or email from the 
advisor will designate this copy as the official reader’s copy and will state the time and location 
of the final oral exam. Copies of this letter must be simultaneously sent to the Coordinator of 
Graduate Committee and Department Head. No committee member will be expected to accept 
the readers’ copy of the thesis later than two weeks prior to the scheduled examination date 
unless agreed upon by all committee members. This committee must receive the thesis in time 
for the student to defend the thesis, revise the manuscript if necessary, and submit it by the 
deadlines established by the Graduate School. Students and advisors should be aware of the 
end of the semester deadlines for the Graduate School as these are subject to change each 
year. 

Preliminary Copies 

Thesis manuscripts follow the “Guide for Preparing Theses and Dissertations” available at the 
Graduate School website http://graduate-and-international.uark.edu/_resources/forms/thesis- 
dissertation-guide.pdf 

Final Copies 

When the committee approves the thesis, an electronic copy, with the appropriate forms must 
be submitted to the Graduate School no later than TWO WEEKS before the degree is to be 
conferred. Always check the Graduate School website for current deadlines. 

The Non-thesis Concentration (3 credits) - Manuscript track 

Non-thesis students with manuscript track must have a written culminating project. The non- 

thesis project is a demonstration of the student’s writing ability and synthesis of the research 
process. There is not one best fit for all students. Here are some project  guidelines  to 
consider: 

A. Research Inquiry: The student who selects this option will conduct a small-scale
research project using standard research protocols. This research could be a replication
of a study conducted previously focusing on areas of concern in the profession.

B. Program Development: The student identifies a need of an audience or community or
school program, investigate what others have done to solve the need, develops a plan of
action for resolving the need/problem, tests the educational intervention, and reflects on
the process and plan.

C. Exhaustive Literature Review: The student selects a topic/problem related to his/her
career interest and prepares a 2-3 page justification for the problem, followed by a 12-15
page review of the literature related to the problem. The literature review must also
include synthesis/conclusions/implications based on the review of related research.

D. Action Research: The student identifies a problem, investigate related research to solve
the problem, develop a plan of action for resolving the problem, test the action plan and
then reflect on the process with implications for a future plan of action.

Students with non-thesis research should also search for outlets to publish or present the findings 

of their work. Some examples are included in manuscripts options 1 and 2.  
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Master’s Examination 

The master’s comprehensive examination should be scheduled at least six weeks BEFORE 
GRADUATION (prior to August; December and May deadline dates established by the 
Graduate School), in consultation with your advisor. This time allows for the thesis or technical 
paper to be submitted to the committee for review and feedback. It is expected that major 
suggestions of committee members will be incorporated into the thesis or technical paper, 
subsequent to the examination. Nonetheless, it is the responsibility of the student and the 
advisor to see that the readers’ copies are in the acceptable final form prior to distribution to the 
examination committee. The student’s examination committee will decide on the acceptability of 
the completed thesis/paper concerning the content and style after guidelines and requirements 
by the Graduate School have been met. 

The final examination should be scheduled at least one month prior to a planned 
departure from the campus. This time allows the student to have an opportunity to 
incorporate any final comments from the examination committee into the thesis/paper and to 
submit the final copy of the thesis to the Graduate School for review. 

At the time of the oral or written examination, it is the duty of the academic advisor to verify that 
the candidate has satisfied all the course requirements for the M.S. degree. The advisor shall 
calculate the candidate’s departmental file containing grade reports to the committee. 

The committee can reach three verdicts: pass, recess, and fail. A pass can be conditional of the 
student making suggested changes in the thesis that is verified by the thesis advisor and the 
examination committee. The recess verdict requires the student to revise the thesis and review 
and study relevant material for a continuation of the examination at a later date. The fail verdict 
means that the student is dismissed from the program immediately and not awarded a degree. A 
simple majority determines a verdict. In the event of a tie, the recommendation of the thesis 
advisor shall be the verdict. In the event of no majority or a tie, the Department Head shall meet 
with the examination committee and then determine either a verdict or an alternative course of 
action such as reconstitution of the committee and a consequent re-examination of the candidate. 
The academic advisor handles reporting the decision of the committee to the Graduate School 
and submits the Record of Progress form (c-1). 

Completion of Thesis 

It is the responsibility of the student and the thesis advisor to assure that the suggestions arising 
from the oral examination be satisfactorily resolved. Once the thesis advisor is satisfied with the 
thesis, the advisor will sign the Record of Progress (Appendix C-1). One copy of the thesis in 

Non-Thesis Concentration Manuscript Option 1 

A manuscript summarizing the research and findings appropriate for a research inquiry, 
literature review, or action research project. This should be suitable for educational/ 
scholarly outlets such as meetings, poster, curriculum, fact sheets, educational workshop 
presentation, or journal article. 

Non-Thesis Concentration Manuscript Option 2 

A manuscript outlining a problem statement, plan of action and the results from the 
implementation of the plan. This could be suitable for educational/ scholarly outlets such 
as meetings, poster, curriculum, fact sheets, educational workshop presentation, or 
journal article. 

11



final, completed form shall be submitted to the Graduate School, who will submit it to Mullins 
Library. The online electronic submission process is mandatory. This option waives the UMI 
ProQuest fees previously assessed when a student turned in the final copies of the thesis or 
dissertation. 

The completed forms listed below should accompany the library copy of the thesis. 

 Thesis Duplication Release

 Submission Form, approval sheet for Master’s Thesis in the Guide to Theses

 An Intellectual Property Disclosure

 An Abstract

Finally, if the student’s research involved human subjects, students must complete the 
Verification of Research Compliance Form. All of these Forms are available in the “Guide for 
Preparing Theses and Dissertations” available for downloading at http://graduate-and- 
international.uark.edu/_resources/forms/thesis-dissertation-guide.pdf 

Apply to graduate, pay all application fees, and notice all deadlines listed on the graduation 
checklist. Forms and deadlines change from one year to the next so it is important to check the 
Graduate School web page. 

All thesis students shall present one copy of the final, completed thesis for the department files. 
This thesis should be printed on 25% cotton bond paper. Students should check with the 
Departmental Administrative Manager for specific details. Fees for binding thesis copies are the 
student’s responsibility. It is the duty of the student to transfer copies of relevant computer files 
and documentation to the Graduate Program Coordinator. The student should furnish bound 
copies of the thesis to the advisor and any committee member who wishes to have a copy. All 
non-thesis students should check their advisor for directions on final non-thesis copies. 

12
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A-1

Master of Science in Agricultural and Extension Education (AEED) 

Program Proposal 

(Program proposal should be completed and submitted to AEED Graduate Coordinator during first semester for enrollment.) 

Student  Major Professor   

University I.D. Number Date Admitted   

Credit Hour Minimum  33 Hours Option: Thesis or Non-Thesis 

Course Semester Units of 

Number Title Year Grade Credit 

Deficiency 

Required Courses ………………………………………………………………………………9 Hours 

AGED 5053 Philosophy of Education .................................................................. 3 

AGED 5473 Interpreting Social Data .................................................................... 3 

AGED 5463 Research Methods Social Sciences ................................................... 3 

Thesis Option ……………………………………………………………………..…………18 Hours 

AGED 5001 Seminar ...........................................................................................3 
Grant Writing (1) …………. …………… …….. 
Proposal Development (1) …………. …………… …….. 

Technical Communications (1) ………… …………… ……. 

AGED 600V Thesis .............................................................................................. 6 

Electives .................................................................................................................... 15 

Non-Thesis Option......................................................................................................................24 Hours 

Communication’s Elective ........................................................................... 3 

Electives ...................................................................................................... 21 

…………...  ……………………………….. ………. ………. ………. 

…………...  ……………………………….. ………. ………. ………. 

…………...  ……………………………….. ………. ………. ………. 

…………...  ……………………………….. ………. ………. ………. 
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Final Examination will be:   (circle one) ORAL WRITTEN AND ORAL 

Committee Approval: 

Name Signature Date 

Student Acceptance: 

General minimum requirements for the Master of Science in the Department of Agricultural and Extension 

Education are: 

1. A total minimum of 33 hours (including 6 hours Thesis for "Thesis option").

2. A comprehensive examination.

3. A cumulative grade average of 2.85.

4. A minimum residence of 30 weeks. Six (6) hours of these graduate hours must be in

residence on the Fayetteville campus. If the student is unable to enroll for on-campus

courses, the other 24 hours must be University of Arkansas- Fayetteville courses taken

at approved off-campus locations around the state.

5. Completion of course work in agricultural and extension education, technical

agriculture, adult education and/or other areas approved by the student's graduate

committee.

Alternate Courses. .. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . …Hours  

Revised 07/23/18
14



B-1 

Graduate School 

UNIVERSITY OF ARKANSAS 
MASTER’S PROGRAM ADVISORY COMMITTEE 

Student's Name:  ID Number: 

Degree Sought:  Degree Program:   

Student’s Signature: Date: 
(signature) 

The Master’s Program Advisory Committee oversees the student’s program of study. The 

Graduate School requires a minimum of three members with group III or higher graduate 

faculty status. Department/programs may have additional requirements. 

Master's Program Advisory Committee 

(Please type or print FULL NAME. Example: Jane R. Doe.) 

(Please NOTE if ex-officio or off campus.*) 

CHAIR 
Please PRINT full name signature* 

Please PRINT full name signature* 

Please PRINT full name signature* 

Please PRINT full name signature* 

Please PRINT full name signature* 

Please PRINT full name signature* 

Department Chair/Head 

or Program Director:  Date: 
(signature) 

Approved: Date: 

Office of the Graduate Dean 

This form is to be submitted to the Graduate School as soon as the committee has been selected. 

Changes to the committee must be done in accordance with Graduate School rules and require the approval of 

Graduate School. * Signatures are not required for ex officio or off campus faculty 

Original: Graduate School 

xc: Department/Degree Program 

08/17/2015
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UNIVERSITY OF ARKANSAS 

GRADUATE SCHOOL 

Master's Record of Progress 
(Submit original to Graduate School) 

Name: ID: 

Department: Degree: Major: 

Master’s Comprehensive Examination 

The above named student passed the master’s comprehensive examination on:   
(date) 

Committee Score* 

(minimum of three) 

Chair 
Type or Print Name Signature (Chair) 

Type or Print Name Signature 

Type or Print Name Signature 

Type or Print Name Signature 

Type or Print Name Signature 

*A score, either pass or fail or a numerical score, MUST be indicated by each member of the committee.

Master’s Thesis/Non-thesis Option 

Non-Thesis Option Date of Final Examination or Project Approval:  

Thesis Option  Date of Defense: Grade (Optional): 

Degree Requirements 

All department requirements for completion of the degree: (check below) 

 have been met. 

 will be met (check all that apply) 

when current course work is satisfactorily completed 

with submission of thesis to the Mullins Library 

with approved transfer of graduate credit 

other   

Signature (Department Head): 

Graduate School Use Only 

Comprehensive Exam Passed: 

Thesis Accepted:  Grade: 

Research Committee Approval: 

Degree: 

Major: 

Office of the Dean Date

10/2016Revised16



D-1

Annual Review of Progress towards Graduation 

ANNUAL REVIEW OF GRADUATE STUDENT PROGRESS TOWARD GRADUATION FOR THE MASTERS OF SCIENCE IN 

AGRICULTURAL and EXTENSION EDUCATION 

Review Content 

A. Progress on satisfying deficiencies.

B. Has formed thesis/advisory committee.

C. Progress on completing required courses. It is expected that both thesis and non-thesis

students will complete their required course work in no more than three semesters and

intervening summer session(s). Exceptions are made for part-time students. Grade point

average will be discussed. Student will be informed of need for 2.85 GPA to graduate.

D. Thesis students are expected to select their thesis topics during their second full semester.

Topic, including provisional thesis title,should be identified. Justification for not completing thesis

by end of second year's enrollment should be given.

E. Non-thesis students should take written comprehensive exam by end of third full semester.

Exceptions are expected for part-time students.

Review Committee 

The Chair of the Graduate Committee and the student's academic/thesis adviser will constitute the 

Review Committee for a given student. The chair and the academic adviser will review the student's 

progress according to the criteria in Review Content. 

Student Interview 

Reviews shall be conducted, as far as practicable, during the month of May. The academic adviser will meet with 

the student in a face-to-face interview, if possible, or a telephone interview. During the interview the student will 

be appraised of his/her progress. If progress is not satisfactory, suggestions will be made to improve 

performance. If neither a telephone nor face-to-face inter-view is possible, a letter will be mailed to the student's 

last known street or post-office box address. Acknowledgment of letter will be requested. 

Consequences for Students Who Refuse to Participate 

Students failing to participate in a personal interview or not acknowledging receipt of letter will be 

recommended for removal from the Graduate School. 

Form will be provided by the Graduate School. Copies of progress will be supplied to the Graduate Coordinator. 

17



E-1

ANNUAL GRADUATE STUDENT ACADEMIC REVIEW 

Due dates are determined by the department. Completed evaluations must be 

submitted to the Graduate School 

by June 30th of each year by the department or interdisciplinary program. 

PLEASE NOTE: A review is NOT necessary if: a. the student graduated. b. the student never enrolled 

after acceptance into your program. c. the student was never officially admitted to your program. 

1. Student’s Name:

2. Student’s Personal Identification Number:

3. Student’s degree program:

4. Semester and year student entered degree program:

5. Does student have any out of date course work? (Course work is considered out of date if at the time of

graduation it will be more than six years old for masters and more than seven years old for doctorate.)

   YES NO 

6. This student (check one):

is making satisfactory progress toward the degree. 

is not making satisfactory progress toward the degree. 

Please attach a statement describing the requirements for satisfactory progress that are not 

being met by this student. Explain how satisfactory progress toward the degree can be 

regained. 

has withdrawn from the program. 

has been dismissed from the program because of unsatisfactory progress toward the degree. 

Please attach a statement explaining why the student was dismissed and a copy of your letter to 

the student. 

7. The results of the review were communicated to the student:

a) by face-to-face interview on (date) 

 (signature of student) 

b) by the following procedure because the face-to-face interview was not possible or practical (include

dates of notification):

8. This form accurately summarizes the annual graduate student academic review for this student for

(Academic Year) 

Signature of Review Coordinator Name of Review Coordinator 

Signature of Department Head/Chair Date 

FOR GRADUATE SCHOOL USE ONLY: 

Review received (signature of dean):  
Revised 06/07/2017
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Sequence of Formal Procedures 

Checklist for completion of Graduate Programs 

Student: 
Starting Date: 

Degree: 
Expected Completion Date: 

Procedure 
Initiated 
through or 
approved by 

Time 

Date 
Completed 
and 
Advisor’s 
Initials 

1 
Appointment of temporary academic 
advisor 

Graduate 
Coordinator 

First week 
of 
enrollment 

2 
Register for coursework Academic 

Advisor 
Each 
semester 

3 
Selection of program (thesis/non- 
thesis) 

Graduate 
Coordinator 

Before first 
registration 

4 

Selection and appointment of thesis 
advisor or academic advisor (non- 
thesis) 

Student, 
Graduate 
Coordinator, and 
Department 
Head 

During first 
regular 
semester 

5 

Submission of proposed list of 
courses for whole program 

Student and 
Advisor 

End of first 
semester 
and update 
as needed 

6 
Select thesis/special problem topic Thesis/Academic 

Advisor 
During 
second 
semester 

7 
Selection and appointment of the 
thesis committees and thesis title 

Student and 

Advisor 

During 
second 
semester 

8 

Review of program progress Academic or 

Thesis Advisor 

Each regular 
semester 
and summer 

9 
Complete course work Student Within 

deadline 

10 

Set date for final oral or written exam Thesis or 
Academic 
Advisor 

To be held 
six weeks 
before end 
of program 

11 

Complete thesis/special problem Student Within 
deadline 
when thesis 
is ready 

12 
Submit thesis to committee Student Three 

weeks 
before final 

19



oral 
examination 

13 
The final presentation of 
thesis/projects requirements. 

Student Final 
semester 

14 
Schedule date for final oral or written 
examination 

Student with 
Advisor 
Committee 

Four weeks 
before end 
of program 

15 

Final oral or written examination Student and 
Examination 
Committee 

Two weeks 
before end 
of program 
for thesis 
students; 
May, August 
or 
December 
for non- 
thesis 
students 

16 
Final Pass exam, notify Graduate 
School 

Academic/Thesis 
Advisor 

Within 
deadline 

17 

Submit thesis to Graduate School* Student At least one 
week prior 
to end of 
semester 

18 
Apply for graduation Student Within 

deadline 

19 
Complete exit interview Student Before 

departing 
campus 

*Student should always consult the academic calendar on the Graduate School web page for
deadlines.
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